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The American Civil Liber- 
ties Union charged yesterday 
that ^widespread- police miscon- 
duct and brutality marked the 
1971 Mayday war protests here 
in which more than 13,000 per- 
sons were arrested. 

The civil liberties group, 



which has led a major legal at- 
tack on the arrests, also criti- 
cized local courts and newspa- 
pers for being sympathetic to 
the police. , . : "- v . . 

The charges are contained 
in an 81-page ACLU report on 
the protests, which included! 
widespread efforts to block 
traffic on Monday, May 3, 




1971, and rallies the next two 
days at the Justice Depart- 
ment and the Capitol. 

Before the demonstrations, 
the principal - organizers, in- 
cluding Rennie Davis, said 
they would try to' “shut down 
the war machine” of the U.S. 
government by preventing, fed- 
eral 'workers from 'getting to 
their jobs. . 

But. at a. press conference 
yesterday, James Heller, presi- 
dent oi the local ACLU last 
year, said the protests were 
“a test of traffic control at best 
. . not a test of democracy.” . 

He described the police re- 
sponse as “one of the worst 
pieces, of police misconduct 
and ; official lawlessness in 
modern times,” and said it in- 
I eluded “a series of mini-police 
riots.” 

' Asked to comment on the 
ACLU Charges, D.C. Police 
Chief Jerry ,y. Wilson said the, 
“general 'allegations are a 
bunch of hogwash.” 

“It’s just what I expected 
from them,” Wilson said. “I’ll 
.file, it with Senate Resolution . 
119 ' (praising. -the police for 
their handling of the protests) 
and the 2,000 letters from peo- 
ple; around the country who 
Wrote that we did. a great job. 

“Jf ACLU ever said I did 
something right, I would kill 
myself,” Wilson added. 

Three D.C: Superior Court 
judges who", are specifically 
criticized in the report 
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^strongly disputed its account 
l|of what happened in their 
^courtrooms. 

The report said that one of 
tithe judges, Alfred Burka, told 
fjdefendants “that be was send- 
ing them to jail for a while so 
fttiiey would be unable to par- 
wtieipate in (another) demon- 



“That statement attributed 
to me is a hold-faced lie,” 
Burka told a reporter. “I am 
really shocked and astounded 
by the extent of their inaccu- 
racies.” 

The report also charged that 
the Superior Court’s chief 
judge, Harold H. Green, im- 
properly delayed the release 
from jail of many demonstra- 
tors and that Judge Nicholas 



Nunzio “pressured” defend- 
ants into pleading guilty. Both 
judges denied the charges. . 

The ACLU report, was 
based largely' on 1,000 affida- 
vits the group collected from 
arrested persons and ■ wit- 
nesses; in response to. a news- 
paper ad. ‘ : '’ r 

Of the arrested persons, the 
report said 58 indicated that 
police used “violent force,” 
such as clubbing and striking 
those arrested with their fists. 

Another 54 said police used 1 
“excessive force” in arresting 
them, such as “shoving, drag- 
ging people by the hair, break- 
ing glasses,” but that this “did i 
hot result in bodily damage.” 
i The. report said 119 persons i 




said police used “some force 
—pulling, dragging”— but that 
509 “said they were net sub- 
jected to undue force during 
arrest,” 

One of the incidents, re- 
counted in the chapter on “po- 
lice violence,” involves U.S. 
Park Police who, the report 
says, arrested a young FBI 
employee with a peace sign, 
and then pummeled him and 
threatened to manacle his 
legs and throw him into the 
Potomac. 

' The: police .' changed their 
minds, according to the man’s 
affidavit, when they saw peo- 
ple nearby. Instead, the man 
was taken to jaiL 
At a' news conference Hel- ‘ 
ler said the' ACLU did not 
press a charge of police mis- 
conduct over the incident be- 
cause of its limited resources 
and ifs decision “to go after 
the corruption of purpose and 
conception at. the top.” v 
As a result; of ACLU’s suits, 
criminal charges have been, 
dropped : because of insuffici- ' 
ent evidence against all but a 
few hundred of the 13,000 per- 
sons arrested. t 

The ACLU report said “a 
great many” of the people ar- 
rested “had absolutely nothing 
to do with the demonstration,” 
but were picked up “simply as 
a means of keeping the streets 
and sidewalks clear.” 

‘ The Washington Post and 
Evening Star, the report said, 
gave only belated and insuffi- 
cient mention to the arrests of 
innocent bystanders. 

News stories in the two pap-f. 
ers, it said, gave the impres- 
sion of “a sports event,*’ with 
i “jaunty captions” and “consid- 
erable emphasis on the sing- 
ing and chanting.” 

It added that the papers 
also presented “rosy views of 
detention centers . . . viewed I 
'from a distance.” 



